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of these Indo-Greek kings is Menander, popularly known in
Buddhist mythology as Milinda.

The interregnum between the fall of the Mauryan empire
in the second century B.C. and the rise of the Gupta empire
in the fourth century a.d. was one of turmoil and unrest,
at least as far as north India was concerned. With the
weakening of the imperial power, new tribes were continually
pouring in. After the Graeco-Bactrians followed in quick
succession the Indo-Parthians, the Sakas and the Kushanas.
There was a brief interlude of comparative peace and
consolidation with the establishment of the empire of
Kanishka in a.d. 78. He was a Buddhist, had his capital
in Purushapura or modern Peshawar and ruled a vast
empire from central Asia to the heart of India, It is interest-
ing to note that a statue of Kanishka clad in what corres-
ponds to the modern achkan and pyjama is the first evidence
we have of the introduction of this dress in India,

After the break-up of Kanishka's empire, there was again
a period when small principalities were continually fighting
one another. Some of these rulers were foreign in origin
but were quickly absorbed in the Indian social hierarchy*
The period of internecine wair and disorder came to an end
only with the establishment of the Gupta empire. Like
earlier periods of imperial consolidation, this also was
marked by a great cultural efflorescence which has led
some people to describe the Gupta period as the golden
age of Indian history. After the preceding unrest and
uncertainty, the establishment of law and order under
the Guptas must have come as a great boon* Agriculture
and commerce flourished and there was an era of peace
and prosperity throughout the lamL There were also great
developments in almost all forms of art; Some of the finest
Indian sculptures date back to this period. This was also
one of the greatest periods of Sanskrit poetry. Samudra
Gupta was not only a great conqueror but a great patron of
music and scholarship. Chandra Gupta II, popularly known